January Newsletter — 2026
Jan. 1 -2 NO SCHOOL - Christmas Break
Jan. 5 -  Professional Development Day — No School
Jan. 6 - 1% day back for students
Jan.7-  Career Development @ Scottsbluff - TBD
Jan. 8 - HS B/G @ Paxton - 4:00 pm
Jan. 9 -  Fine Arts Black Light Party — (see flyer)
Jan. 9 -  Leyton 4" — 8™ Spelling Bee (see flyer)
Jan. 10 - HS B/G BB vs Hay Springs — 1:00 pm
Jan. 10 - Wrestling @ Garden County — 9:00 am
Jan. 12 - Board Meeting - 6:00 pm
Jan. 16 - JH B/G BB @ Potter-Dix - 2:00 pm
Jan. 16 - HS B/G BB @ Potter-Dix - 4:00 pm
Jan. 17 - FFA Labor Auction — (see flyer)
Jan. 17 -  Wrestling @ Chase County - 9:00 am
Jan. 19 - HS Boys MAC BB - TBD
Jan. 20 - HS Girls MAC BB - TBD
Jan. 20 - Cheyenne County Spelling Bee - TBD
Jan. 22 - V B/G BB — MAC @ Bridgeport @ TBD
Jan. 23 - JH B/G BB @ Minatare — 1:00 pm
Jan. 24 - HS Wrestling @ Chadron @ 9:00 am
Jan. 24 - V B/G BB - MAC @ Bridgeport @ TBD
Jan. 26 - MAC Music @ Bayard - TBD
Jan. 27 - HS B/G BB vs Banner Co. — 5:00 pm
Jan. 28 - JH B/G BB vs Banner Co. — 1:00 pm
Jan. 28 -  State Degree Interview/Proficiency Awards @ Alliance - TBD
Jan. 30 - HS B/G BB @ Minatare - 4:00 pm
Jan. 31 - HS Wrestling @ Mitchell — 9:00 am
Jan. 31 - HS B/G BB @ Gordon-Rushville — 1:00 pm
Feb.3 - HS B/G BB vs Sedgwick Co. —4:30 pm
Feb.5- JH B/G BB vs South Platte — 1:00 pm
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*ALL ACTIVITY TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE™

Also visit the Leyton School website @ www.leytonwarriors.org




Proceedings of Leyton Public Schools Board of Education
Cheyenne County School District #17-0003
High School Library
Regular Board Meeting - December 8, 2025
6:00 PM

Call to Order:
The regular board meeting of Leyton Public School District Board of Education was

called to order on December 8, 2025, at 6:00 PM, in the Library of Leyton High School, Dalton,
NE 69131. The Open Meetings Act was posted on the wall of the Library. Publicized notice of
the meeting was posted in the Sidney Sun-Telegraph, Leyton High School, Leyton
Elementary/JH, at various businesses in the community, and on the school website
(www.leytonwarriors.org) on or before Thursday, December 4, 2025. )

Attendance taken at 6:00 PM.

Benish: Present
Mr. Emest: Present
Mrs. Emest:  Absent
Jones: Present
Schumacher: Present
Wiedeman:  Present

Also present were Mr. McLaughlin, Mr. Jones, Mrs. Haley, Mrs. Kruse, and one visitor.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and there were no public comments or communication to
the board at the meeting.
Moved by Schumacher, seconded by Benish, to excuse Mors. Ernest from the meeting. Roll Call

vote: Benish: Yea, Mr. Emest: Yea, Mrs. Emest: Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea,
Wiedeman: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Benish, seconded by Jones, to approve the agenda. Roll Call vote: Mr. Emest: Yea,
Mrs. Ernest: Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea. Motion

Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1
Presentations to the Board:

Julie Peetz with Rauner and Associates was at the board meeting to discuss the annual audit for
Leyton Public Schools. Mrs. Peetz spoke about the various accounts at Leyton as well as the

process of the audit.

Mr. Jones and Mr. McLaughlin presented their administrator reports; the STUCO report was
available for review.

Regular Agenda: Discussion Items

The board discussed the NASB board self-assessment process that was completed during
December. The board would like to look for an alternative to the NASB standard self-assessment



to center in on a smaller school approach to meet our needs. It was discussed that the process is
something to continue doing as a board, but maybe another method would give us a clearer
picture of areas of strength as well as areas to become more effective as a board.

Regular Agenda: Action Items

Moved by Schumacher, seconded by Wiedeman, to recognize: MAC All Conference award
winners: Macey Roelle — 1st Team, Auvi Cranmore — Honorable Mention, Kennedy Roelle —
Honorable Mention, All District 5 Football award winners: Alec Watchorn — 1st Team RB,
Jeremiah Hajek — 1st Team E, Colt Van Anne — 1st Team DE, Kaleb Miller — 1st Team Punter,
Austin Beutler — 2nd Team QB, Hunter Borges - 2nd Team End, Kaleb Miller — 2nd Team DL,
Isaac Rohde — Honorable Mention DB. All State Six Man Football award winners: Alec
Watchorn — 2nd Team RB, Jeremiah Hajek — 2nd Team End, Kaleb Miller 1st Team Punter, Colt
Van Anne — Honorable Mention DL. Student Council Food Pantry helpers. Tristan Fischer and
Kaleb Miller for Outstanding Actors at Districts and the Hyannis One-Act Festival. Kaleb Miller
for All-Conference MAC One Acts. Natasha Haupt for receiving the NSAA Above and Beyond
Award for the week of 10-25-25. Roll Call vote: Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea,
Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Jones, seconded by Schumacher, to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2025,
Regular Meeting. Roll Call vote: Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest:
Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent, Jones: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Mr. Emest, to approve the claims, warrants, and transfers.
Roll Call vote: Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Erest: Absent, Jones: Yea,
Schumacher: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Jones, seconded by Benish, to approve the evaluation of the Superintendent. Roll Call
vote: Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea,
Wiedeman: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Benish, seconded by Mr. Emest, to accept the 2024-2025 annual audit of Leyton
_Public Schools. Roll Call vote: Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher:
Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Schumacher, seconded by Jones, to approve the sale of 4 TVs from the old distance
learning room. Roll Call vote: Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr.
Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Wiedeman, seconded by Mr. Ernest, to approve the memorial request for Mrs.
Schumacher's memorial. Roll Call vote: Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr.
Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest: Absent, Jones: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Moved by Benish, seconded by Wiedeman, to approve the addition of active supervision to the
preschool handbook. Roll Call vote: Wiedeman: Yea, Benish: Yea, Mr. Ernest: Yea, Mrs. Ernest:
Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Informational Items:

Next Regular Meeting: Monday, January 12, 2026, at 6:00 PM in the High School Library.



Adjournment:

Moved by Mr. Emest, seconded by Jones, to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 PM. Roll Call vote:
Benish: Yea, Mr. Emest: Yea, Mrs. Erest: Absent, Jones: Yea, Schumacher: Yea, Wiedeman:

Yea. Motion Carried: Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1

Approved by, Respectfully Submitted,

Shad Benish, Treasurer ,
Leyton Board of Education Recording Secretary




Leyton Public Schools - Pa

able Journal - December 2025

21st Century Equipment  |Supplies S 419.00 |Matheson Shop Supplies S 149.95
Brenda Ahim Mileage S 4.20 |Matt McLaughlin Mileage & Phone | $ 376.90
Amazon Capital Services  |Supplies S 709.55 [MidAmerica Books Library Books S 236.65
Bomgaars Supplies ) 340.66 |National Art & School Supplies  |Supplies S 7.90
Capital Business Systems |Copiers S 1,828.24 |NASB Conferences S 1,436.00
Courtyard by Marriott Travel S 139.00 |Nebraska Safety Center DOT Training S 255.00
Cranmore Pest Control Services ) 140.00 |Nebraskaland Tire Repairs & Maint. S 17.52
Crossroad Music Repairs & Maint. S 218.63 |Shawn Oakes Mileage S 126.00
DAS State Accounting Network Service S 317.87 |One Source Service S 29.50
Lindie DeBlois Mileage S 58.80 |Outlaws Meat Co. Food Service S 28.00
ESU #13 Services S 12,867.66 |Power School Applicant Software S 1,281.11
E470 Fee S 2.05 [Megan Rathman Supplies S 21.40
Eakes Office Solutions Supplies S 653.76 |Rauner & Associates Audit S 13,286.10
Finney's Supplies S 53.94 |RCI Group I Service S 30.00
Frenchman Valley Coop Fuel S 2,665.88 [Really Good Stuff Supplies S 139.10
Cody Gamble Mileage S 212.80 |Scholastic Supplies S 1,265.58
Gurley Diesel Repairs & Maint. S 1,163.78 |SRMC - Hospital OT Services S 1,308.40
Homestead Market Supplies S 59.34 |Sidney Sun-Telegraph Legal Notices S 128.86
Wendy Hansen Mileage S 56.70 |Soar Pediatric Therapy PT Services S 2,946.71
Highline Telephone S 658.21 [Software Unlimited Software S 495.00
Hometown Leasing Equipment Lease S 405.12 |US Bank Miscellaneous S 4,230.53
JW Pepper Music Supplies S 99.60 [Ashton Van Anne Mileage S 330.40
Charles Jones Mileage S 222.60 |Linda Victory Mileage S 117.60
Faith Jones Mileage S 63.00 |Village of Dalton Utilities S 607.29
Knowbuddy Resources Library Books S 117.96 |Village of Gurley Utilities S 796.45
Leyton Lunch Fund Transfer S 100,000.00 |Weyerts Electric Repairs & Maint. S 201.00
MARC Supplies S 777.33 |Wheat Belt Utilities S 4,196.16
Marick's Trash Disposal S 151.00 |Deb Wieser Mileage S 16.80
Column Total| § 124,406.68 Column Total| § 34,061.91

Monthly Total S 158,468.59




Happy New Year, Leyton Families!

As we return from the winter break, | find myself reflecting on an incredibly successful first semester. It is
no secret that schools everywhere face challenges, and we are no exception. However, what sets Leyton
apart is how our students and staff handle those challenges—with grit, heart, and a commitment to

excellence.

Our students at both sites have been nothing short of amazing. They have shown up every day ready to
build upon the traditions and high standards that Leyton is known for. | want to take a moment to celebrate
the people and programs that made this semester so successful.

Early Childhood: A Foundation for the Future

Our preschool program is a vital resource for our community, and the results are showing. Last year we
served 18 students, and this year we have remained strong with as many as 16 young learners. This
consistent enroliment tells us we are filling a crucial need for Leyton families.

| want to specifically recognize Angie Borgmann and her dedicated staff. Our program has undergone
several state evaluations, and each time, we receive better and better results. These scores prove our
program is working exactly as designed—preparing our 3- and 4-year-olds for a lifetime of learning.

The Elementary Engine: K-5 Excellence

Our K-2 Team (Mrs. Kessler, Mrs. Fesmire, and Ms. Larsen) has done an incredible job preparing our
youngest Warriors. Their focus on quality lesson planning and intentional interventions ensures that our
students are ready for the increasing demands of school as they progress.

Supporting this effort is Mrs. Rathman, who is an incredible asset to our district. She leads our student
interventions with such precision that our team operates like a well-oiled machine. This year, the pairing of
high-quality instruction with targeted intervention has truly come alive.

In Grades 3-5, Mrs. Murray, Mrs. Schumacher, and Mrs. Roelle continue to challenge our students
toward greatness. Their ability to keep students engaged in a rigorous curriculum while keeping them
genuinely excited about their work is unbelievable. Our elementary school is great because of the people

who show up for our kids every day.

Mrs. Bellendir and Mrs. Victory are the Special Education department at our school, and they work with our
students each day to provide the appropriate support of a very diverse student body. Their work with our
families is strategic and purposeful, and they take our students who need support and design programs for
them to be successful and grow.



Middle School: High Expectations, High Growth

At the middle school level, Ms. McDaniel, Mr. Michelman, and Mr. Newkirk represent some of the finest
team members | have ever worked with. They balance deep care for their students with a high level of
accountability. This "tough-but-fair" approach is paying off; our assessment scores continue to show
significant growth, proving that our students are rising to meet the high expectations we set for them.

Spotlight on Specials: Creativity and Talent
We are also home to some of the finest "specials” staff in the state.

e Mr. Oakes continues to produce incredible concerts. His true gift, however, is his ability to showcase
the individual effort and heart each student puts into their music.

e Mrs. Hansen is always "cooking up" creative and complex art projects that allow our students to
express themselves in new ways.

e Ms. Deblois rounds out this team by challenging our students in exciting ways every year.

High School Staff:

The staff at the High school has a huge job to accomplish in the four years they have students. Our general
education teachers Mr. Lipska (Social Studies), Mr. Hutton (Math), Ms. Hanks (English), and Mr.
Henderson (Science), are working with our students each day with meaningful projects and lessons aimed
at sparking our student’s curiosity as well as preparing them for the next steps in their education whether
that means college, military service or entering the workforce. These teachers care about the success of
our students and that's the reason we have had a lot of successful students all over the region completing
post-secondary education with a high degree of success. Our Career and Technical Education teachers,
Mr. Haley (Shop), Mrs. Haupt (Business) and Ms. Van Anne (AG) are incredibly flexible in their approach
toward career exploration. This year we have added a lot of exciting things for our students to discover
and potentially open their minds to realistic possibilities after high school. We are providing hands-on work
across these areas like in the shop with new equipment, and our business class has recently begun the
process of adopting a new curriculum that helps our students work with real-world applications and
experiences. We have a great group of coaches both in house and in our community, they deserve tons of
praise for our student athletes being prepared and competing, not just winning games but teaching life
skills along the way.

Support Staff

None of this is possible without an incredible support staff. From our office Secretaries Mrs. Weiser and
Mrs. Rushman, welcoming the students each day, to our custodians who help keep our buildings safe and
clean (Mr. Ernest, Mr. Noel, and Mr. Carley). Mrs. Haley does so much for our students in terms of
technology, sponsoring classes, and concessions as well. Our paras at Gurley do an incredible job
supporting our students as well as teachers. Mrs. Van Anne, Mrs. Rhodes and Ms. Williamson work in
our preschool. Mrs. Houschouer, Mrs. Gotfrey, Mrs. Reilly, and Mrs. O’Connell work in the K-12
classrooms. Janella, can’t forget Janella Kruse, she keeps the ship moving on the business side (and
countless other ways).

Looking Ahead

| mentioned a lot of people in this newsletter, but there are so many more people who impact our district,
like our cooks, drivers, Board of Education, and administrators. We have a dedicated staff who cares for
our students and are proud to do what they can to make a difference here at Leyton. I'm very proud to call
this place home, and this next semester will be another big move in the right direction for Leyton because

of all our people.

Go Warriors!



Sports Buttons

The Leyton High Yearbook Class will be selling 3.5-inch booster buttons of Leyton High and
Junior High students for the 2025-2026 Winter sports season.
We will also be selling “Leyton Warriors” buttons this year (picture below)!

If you wish to order booster buttons, please fill out the order form. No orders will be
processed until payment is received.

Orders, with payment, may be turned into the Dalton office (PO Box 297, Dalton, NE 69131) or
the Gurley office (PO Box 178, Gurley, NE 69141). Orders must be in BEFORE January 12,
2025. Please send to the attention of Natasha Haupt, Publications Class.

Thank you for supporting Leyton Yearbook!

YOUR NAME:

PHONE NUMBER:

GIVE COMPLETED BUTTONS TO:

Student: Number of Buttons: @ $7.00 =

Student: Number of Buttons: @ $7.00 =

Student: Number of Buttons: @ $7.00 =




LEYTIJN FINE ARTS CLUB PRESENTS

Q)
JANUARY 9TH 2026 |
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

LEYTON SCHOOL
IN DALTON, NE

M HE ANNUAL FINE ARTS CLUB BLACK LIGHT PAINTING
PARTY IS BACK WITH A TWIST! THIS YEAR, THERE WILL BE
- A FUN 90S-INSPIRED THEME THAT WILL BE REFLECTED IN.

THE IMAGES, DECORATIONS, FODD, MUSIC, AND THE GRjON
~ TOWEAR 905-INSPIRED CLOTHES. |

~ CALL To RESEVE YOUR SPOT (308) 377-2301
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GURLEY ELEMENTARY/JR HIGH GYM
starting at 9:00 am

) / TOP 6 COMPETITORS CONTINUE ON TO §
THE CHEYENNE CO. SPELLING BEE

takes place Jan. 20th.
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LEYTON FFA
LABOR AUCTION

Hosted by the Leyton FFA Chapter

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 2026

LEYTON HIGH SCHOOL GYM
MEAL AT 5:30 PM - FREE WILL DONATION

LABOR AUCTION BEGINS AT 6:30 PM

\ O MENU:

Potatoes, Green Beans, Salad, Rolls, & Dessert

& ¢ SILENT AUCTION
#N, & LABOR AUCTION

Join us for an evening of community, food, and fun! Bid

on great items in our SILENT AUCTION, and take part in

our LABOR AUCTION where you can “hire” FFA members
for a day of work.

All proceeds support LEYTON FFA activities, leadership
events, and future agricultural opportunities.
Come hungry, bid generously, and support your local FFA

/ Brisket, Pulled pork, Chicken Monterey, Cheesy




CELEARATIMNG OVER
Find our favorite strawberry recipes at www.4sns.com
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Strawberries are picl(ed fresh,
and bursling with sweetness,
from Florida farms in March

when they are in “Paak Flavor.”
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TRAWBERRIES
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PACKED IN ONE POUND LHS S"" n Co

PLASTIC CONTAINERS.

ONE FLAT = EIGHT POUNDS. N “ ‘(s E M

1/4 FLAT2LBS) § L

12 FLAT4LBS) $__ — ° "'

FULLFLAT@BLBS) § & ¥ 3 5

Properly stored, strawberries will maintain
best quality in the freezer up to 12 months.

In addition to healthy snacking, this sweet
fruit is a refreshing staple item for smaothies,
desserts, baked goods, canning and more!

Contact Mrs. Ha ley

= =
3’ SEHS(ﬁS' Shop online at Updated

FUND RAISING shop.4sns.com




#ScholasticBookFairs

The Scholastic Book Fair is rolling into town! Mark your
calendars for a page-turning extravaganza from February
4th-13th (Closed on 2/6 because school's out). Don't miss

Family Night on 2/5 during the parent-teacher conferences.
Check the link below to get a head start:

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/leytonelemjuniorhighschool

#ScholasticBookFairs



Hosted by the s U I E R

a5 BOWL
Pq;a funcliaiset

SUPPORT THE TEAM AND ENJOY
DELLICIOUS, HANDMADE TAKE AND
BAKE PIZZAS JUST BEFORE THE BIG +

PICKUP WILL BE A g

FEBRUARY 6TH @ CHEESE, PEPPERONI,

HS BASKETBALL Mon;fﬁsk:’ﬁpﬂ:iﬁ»m
GAME vs Cv PEPPERONI&SAUEgAGE

S Sy Sy




SCHEELS

gear. passion. sports.

N,

NE)XGEN

OUTFITTERS

y TS TED
SISTERE

FIREWORWS

AND MANY MORE!

1 ticket for $10 or 3 tickets for $25

PURCHASE TICKETS AT ANY HOME BASKETBALL GAME!

DRAWING HELD HALFTIME OF BOYS VARISTY GAME ON
FEBRUARY 20TH

PROCEEDS GO TO:
STUDENTS FUNDRAISING FOR THEIR COSTA RICA TRIP!

DO NOT NEED TO BE PRESENT TO WIN

If you have any questions, please email natasha.haupt@leytonwarriors.org
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